
Inspection of Aspley Guise Preschool
Spinney Lane, Aspley Guise, Central Beds MK17 8JT

Inspection date: 15 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this pre-school. They come through the door and leave at 
the end of the day with smiles on their faces. This is because children develop 
warm and trusting relationships with staff. Staff encourage children's positive 
attitudes towards learning. They ensure that the learning environment is well 
prepared with a good range of activities that match children's interests. Children 
explore the environment freely and remain busy in their play. For example, they 
blow bubbles and develop their fine motor control by holding and manipulating 
bubble wands.

Staff understand the skills children need to support their transition to school. They 
prioritise independence and social development, helping children to make friends in 
larger groups and be confident to listen and communicate. They encourage 
children to be curious and find out for themselves through exploration, for 
example, as they mix different colours to try and make the colour purple. Staff set 
clear expectations for children's behaviour. They remind children how to be 
respectful towards others and praise children's positive behaviours. Children behave 
well. They display good manners, play cooperatively with their peers and form early 
friendships.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The pre-school is led by a committed leadership team that is passionate about 
what it does. The team has a clear vision for the pre-school, and what they want 
the children to learn. Staff work successfully with children to implement a 
curriculum based on children's interests. 

n The quality of teaching is good. Children are offered a broad curriculum that 
covers all areas of learning. Planning reflects children's interests and what they 
need to learn next, as well as promoting the skills they need to be independent 
learners. 

n Where teaching is strong, staff effectively interact with the children, join in with 
their play, build on their ideas and support their communication and 
understanding of new words. However, not all interactions between staff and 
children provide opportunities for purposeful discussions or introduce new 
vocabulary to children to promote their language development.

n Children's independence in their own self-care is well supported and clear 
hygiene routines are in place. Children are helped to understand how to keep 
themselves safe and to be mindful of other children in their play space, for 
example, when riding tricycles.

n Children enjoy a balanced diet of healthy snacks and meals that are freshly 
prepared each day. Stringent procedures in place ensure children's allergies and 
dietary needs are met.
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n The pre-school works closely with a range of other professionals to enhance 
outcomes for children. When children attend other settings, staff build 
partnerships quickly to provide children with effective continuity of care. Pre-
school staff work together with school staff to support children's transitions as 
they move on to the next stage in their educational journey. They work 
alongside other professionals to provide tailored learning plans for children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). As a result, all children, 
including those with SEND, make the best possible progress.

n Parents are valued partners at the pre-school. They share the highest level of 
praise about the staff team and how they go 'the extra mile' beyond what is 
expected of them. Parents say they have regular feedback about their children's 
experiences and how approachable and caring the staff team is. Parents refer to 
feeling 'like we joined a family', when their children first start attending.

n Leaders ensure that they support, monitor and coach staff to understand their 
roles and responsibilities. They ensure that staff receive regular supervision 
sessions. This helps identify their areas of strength and where they need to 
develop their practice. For example, this has helped the quality of support for 
developing children's mathematical understanding.

n Leaders invest heavily in staff's well-being. Staff report that they feel very well 
supported and that they are happy in their work. They enjoy working at the pre-
school and feel there is a friendly team atmosphere. This contributes to the high 
team morale and good level of care children receive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consistently use high-quality interactions to further promote 
children's language development.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2698240

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10363657

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 44

Number of children on roll 48

Name of registered person Aspley Guise Pre-School CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number 2698237

Telephone number 01908584219

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Aspley Guise Preschool is an established pre-school and was re-registered in 2022. 
The pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff. Of these, seven hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above, including two members 
of staff who are qualified teachers. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, term 
time only from 8.45am to 3.15pm, Monday to Thursday and 8.45am to 12.15 on 
Fridays. The pre-school runs an out-of-school club from 3.30pm until 6pm. The pre-
school provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Jennings
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Inspection activities

n The manager showed the inspector around the areas that children access. They 
discussed how staff organise the environment and plan the curriculum and 
experiences for children.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with the provider, manager, staff and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector and manager completed a joint evaluation of an activity.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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